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New Master Masons 
By WB Jason Lang 

 

It has been a busy year for ritual here at Nelson Lodge, in the month of April we were able to raise four new 

brothers to the sublime degree of a Master Mason.  

 
On April 15, at Anoka Lodge, brother Myron Crawford and Jamie Baskerville were raised by a team from 

several lodges.  

 
 

On April 30, at Nelson Lodge, a group of 7 brothers from Star, Mound and Nelson lodge where raise to the 

sublime degree of a Master Mason. Brother Arron Yates and William McMillian were the two brothers from 

Nelson lodge that day.  

 

We were also honored to have Most Worshipful Brother Bob Darling, Right Worshipful Brother Ed Halpus, 

and West Metro Area Deputy Don Nolly representing the Grand Lodge of Minnesota attending the event. 

We had two brothers, WB Brian Long and Brother Reed Houge travel back to Minnesota to help in the work 

that day. After the degree, a reception was held at WB Jason Lang’s house to celebrate the excellent work 

that day.  

Nelson Masonic Times 
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On Being a Better Man? 

Calendar 

July 

12th – Stated Communication 

26th – Stated Communication 

 

August 

9th – Stated Communication 

23th – Stated Communication 

 

September 

13h – Stated Communication 

27th – Stated Communication 

 

Special Event 

Sept 10th- Classics by the Lake 

http://www.nelson135.org/calendar 

By WM Shannon Kreclau 

The LEO’s Corner  

last Issue’s Question:  

Why do Masters wear hats? 

A: The master where a hat as a symbol of his authority in the 
lodge.  
 
This Issue’s Question: 
Q:  How many appendant bodies can you name? 
Please send your answers to newsletter@nelson135.org 
The answer will be published in the next issue. 

Many look to a well-designed formation of plastic and silicates with some poly blends to search out the 

vast wealth of knowledge to questions that arrive daily; I refer to the computer and “Google” or other 

such internet search engines. 

 So I asked Google today...on being a better man? 

First response from; http://elitedaily.com/life/culture/25-ways-better-man/644681/ 

Here are 25 things you may want to consider if you want to up your game as a man: 

Check the website for explanations, I found some humorous. 

1. Work out right after you wake up, every 

morning. 

2. Dress to impress. 

3. Keep yourself well groomed. 

4. Take it easy on the caffeine. 

5. Stay up-to-date with world affairs. 

6. Read. 

7. Watch less porn – have more sex. 

8. Take time off to let your mind rest. 

9. Stop treating women like objects. 

10. Plan for the future. 

11. Grow a pair and ask her out. 

12. If you’re going to take her out, then actually 

take her out. 

13. Don’t skimp on the foreplay. 

14. Give more. 

15. Stop having the same sex. 

16. Don’t spend money you don’t have. 

17. Stop filling your head with information you don’t need  

to know. 

18. Keep your environment clean and neat. 

19. Quit the job you hate. 

20. If it’s time, put a ring on it. 

21. Don’t be afraid to learn something new. 

22. Start a business. 

23. Save some money. 

24. Travel more. 

25. Be thankful. 

 

I did not find the obvious answer as a Master Mason, did you? 

 

http://elitedaily.com/life/culture/25-ways-better-man/644681/
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Words from The East 
By WB Shannon Krecklau 

Oh this mild winter has me traveling with our Brothers from a Fellowcraft Degree at Golden 
Fleece in the morning to Clearwater Lodge in the evening, what masonic fun on a Saturday. 
Amazing the experiences you will discover when two or more Masons have gathered, we even 
had ourselves a nice little debate at dinner. Brother Senior Warden Paul Thomas paid me my 
wages with a journey down to a Master Mason's Degree in Pipestone, MN. Best work in 69 
years RWB Vern E. Long had stated, he was a very proud mason in an incredibly beautiful 
setting, 80 brothers were present and 28 Past Master watched on. This is a must stop on 
your Masonic journey brothers, Pipestone Quarry Lodge is retired and holds annual events, 
hopefully you may see the pristine lodge one day. Our Winter work began with a great 

installation, I thank you Brothers for the work. Galilee O.E.S. served a great dinner and we 
closed with roses for the all ladies that support us! Our first meeting was a little rough in 

work however by the last February meeting it was near excellent. WB Foster Solemn delivered 
a great 4th School of Instruction and many visiting brothers enjoyed as much as we did. This 
is my hopes for our Lodge of Brothers this year, may we grow each day and become better 
men! That is our pursuit to be excellent and work towards the perfect ashlar!       

    
 

Rhetoric:  Submitted by WB Brian Long 
A look at the liberal art that is used so frequently by us all and yet becomes a past thought when communicating with the world.  A 

synonym for rhetoric is persuasion and to study rhetoric is to study speaking and writing to persuade others. Too often we think of 

rhetoric as unimportant, as in the throwaway line, "well that was just a rhetorical comment." Rhetoric is serious business: it has 

substance. Rhetoric is essential in the study of law and regulations. Roscoe Pound, Albert Mackey, and Allen Roberts were some of 

the greatest writers on Masonic jurisprudence. They were marvelously persuasive writers as well. 

 

Influential Romans learned to speak in public with fluency and persuasiveness. Newly initiated Entered Apprentices are invited to 

speak in Lodge on whatever was on their hearts. Public speaking is terrifying to some: but to Freemasons, we learn both to speak to 

listen to others. 

 

Rhetoric adds energy and elegance to our thoughts. As we improve in rhetoric, we charm the hearer with both the strength of our 

arguments and the beauty of our expression. Our mastery of rhetoric teaches us to implore and exhort our brethren to acts of charity. 

Adroit rhetoric uses tact to admonish our brothers and weaves praise to applaud excellence in conduct or deportment. 

 

Discussion in lodge gives us practice in listening to train the ear. As we climb the winding stairs, we must gain mastery of our five 

senses. One of the moral principles taught in the FC Degree is to have an attentive ear. Listening teaches us to hear the poetry of 

language and word order. We know somehow that Faith, Hope, and Charity sounds better than Charity, Faith, and Hope. 

 

Lodge discussions offer opportunities to explore styles of learning. Our oaths and promises are heard and repeated. We prepare them 

in our posting. We listen to historic lectures, orations, or talks on speculative Masonry. The various tokens and grips in our ritual are 

lessons in listening. We are asked, will you be off or from? By listening we hear the word and give the proper reply. As we talk and 

listen to each other in lodge, we grow in appreciation of debate and exhortation. We are brothers speaking to and listening to one 

another. 

Ref: http://njfreemason.net/dev/content/masonic-essays 
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Nelson Masonic Lodge #135 
122 Central Avenue 
Buffalo, MN 55313 

www.nelson135.org 

Notes from a Jr. Warden 
By WB Jamie Baskerville 

For this installment of “From the Old Records”, we’ll 

read about the different buildings that our lodge 

assembled in during the early years. 

A Lodge and its Buildings: 

● A. Berg Grocery Co – (Sep 1893 ï Jul 1895) 

- We then shared a small room in the building 

of the grocery store with the Odd Fellows, 

GAR (Grand Army of Republic) and the WRC 

(Women’s Relief Corp). This cramped space 

was home for nearly 2 years. 

● Independent Order of Odd Fellows Hall – 

(Jul 1895 ï 1903) - In July of 1895, work was 

completed on the Odd Fellows new hall. 

Nelson Lodge continued to meet there for 

another 8 years until 1903 when we moved to 

our current location, the building built and 

eventually sold to us by Brother E.A Shannon. 

 

A small Lodge was preparing to initiate a 

candidate on a steamy evening in June and it′s 

air conditioner had stopped working. After 

sweating their way through part of the work, 

the Master had asked the candidate what he 

most desired. 

    The candidate replied "a beer". 

    At this juncture the WM., being startled, 

whispered "light" to the candidate. 

    "OK," the candidate replied, "a lite beer." 

 

From the Old Records 
By Brother Clint LaFave 


